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CHRONOLOGY OF TELEVISION

1881 Shelford Bidwell perfects the selenium cell and predicts
that it will be used for transmission of words and images.

1884 Development of mechanical television was initiated by Paul
Gottleib Nipkow.

1900 Constantine Perskyi coins the term "television" in a paper
read at the International Congress of Electricity.

1922 Philo Taylor Farnsworth1 works out the principles of
electronic television as a high school junior.

1925 The 48-line mechanical "Radio Vision" of Charles Francis
Jenkins2 broadcasts a movie of a Dutch Windmill cross
country.

1926 Farnsworth's first still television images were of a race
horse painted on glass, followed by a dollar sign; first
moving image a few days later was of a burning cigarette.
In London, John Logie Baird3 demonstrates his mechanical
television.

1927 First television stations in America (Dr. Ernst
Alexanderson's WGY in Schenectady) and England begin
broadcasting mechanically.

1929 Bell Telephone Laboratories telecasts (mechanically) in
color.

1930 Boston's W1XAV promotes the fur industry and gets fined by
the Federal Radio Commission.  (Television was supposed to
be experimental, not commercial at this time.)

1931 CBS begins experimental mechanical broadcasts on station
W2XAB.  Station W2XCD broadcasts a fifteen minute show, "The
History of Television."

1933 W2XAB shuts down.

1934 Forty-two stations are in operation in the US using the
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Jenkins mechanical system.  (Three in Chicago!)
WGY (first station in US, 1927) shuts down.

1935 The BBC begins broadcasting electronically and shuts down
its mechanical TV operation.

1936 23,000 television receivers are in use in England.

1939 NBC begins the first regular television programming from the
New York World's fair.
First baseball game on TV, with the announcer almost missing
the game while running home to get his toupee.

1940 Allen DuMont demonstrates 567-line picture, better than
contemporary European PAL system.

1941 The FCC approves the use of commercial TV, with 525 line
picture and FM sound.

1944 A more sensitive pickup tube, the image orthicon lowers the
lighting requirements.

1947 Earl "Madman" Muntz begins selling TV's at $10/in. using his
standard of measuring the diagonal of the picture tube.4

Howdy Doody almost debuts5.
First televised broadcast of the "f-word" when a camera
operator backs into a blazing hot light on the Small Fry
Club.

1953 Swanson Frozen Foods introduces its TV Dinner.

1957 Philo T. Farnsworth stumps the celebrity panelists on "I've
Got a Secret" and wins $50 for not being recognized as the
inventor of television.

1970 Philo T. Farnsworth passes away at age 64.
_______________________________________________________________

REFERENCES
The bulk of this CHRONOLOGY is from Please Stand By: A Prehistory
of Television, by Michael Ritchie, The Overlook Press, Woodstock,
New York, 1994, and Empire of the Air: The Men Who Made Radio by
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Tom Lewis, Harper Collins, NY, 1991.

Important WebSites include www.nbtv.wyenet.co.uk6, which is the
Home Page for the Narrow Band Televison Society, dedicated to
preserving the work of John Logie Baird; www.dfm.dircon.co.uk7

which is the Home Page of Don F. McLean, who recovered the images
Baird recorded in 1927, and www.songs.com/philo8, an on-line
biography of the father of electronic television.

1. Farnsworth's other inventions include electronic microscopes, baby incubators,
the gastroscope, and the fax in 1940.

2. Jenkins' other inventions include the first front-engine automobile; the self-
starter for cars; and the first mass-market motion picture projector.  He founded
the Society of Motion Picture Engineers, which has grown into the Society of
Motion Picture and Television Engineers.

3. Baird began his experiments in 1923, having placed an advertisement in The
London Times:  "Seeing by wireless.  Inventor of apparatus wishes to hear from
someone who will assist (not financially) in making a working model."  He also
recorded television signals on a wax phonograph record, making the first video
disc, as well as a video projection system.  His most gruesome experiment
involved using a human eye as the photodetector since "The most sensitive optical
substance known is the nerve of the human eye."

4. How Muntz "engineered" his set: he checked into a New York hotel, bought
samples of RCA, DuMont, and Philco sets, turned them all to the same channel,
removed tubes from each until they failed, swapped tubes amongst them, and found
the cheapest possible combination of parts that would work.

5. The puppet was not ready for the premiere; Buffalo Bob pretended that Howdy
was so shy, he was hiding in the desk drawer, suspense was building all the way
to the end of the show but the puppet never popped out.

6. Courtesy of Andrew Hellman, Optics Class Fall 2000.

7. ibid.

8. Courtesy Marnie Hancock, Physics of Everyday Optics Class Project, Spring
1999.




