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CHRONCLOGY OF TELEVI SI ON

Shel ford Bidwell perfects the seleniumcell and predicts
that it will be used for transm ssion of words and i nmages.

Devel opnent of mechanical television was initiated by Pau
CGottleib N pkow.

Constantine Perskyi coins the term"television" in a paper
read at the International Congress of Electricity.

Phil o Tayl or Farnsv\/orth[| wor ks out the principles of
el ectronic television as a high school junior.

The 48-1ine nmechani cal "Radio Vision" of Charles Francis
Jenki ns® broadcasts a novie of a Dutch Wndm || cross
country.

Farnsworth's first still television imges were of a race
horse painted on glass, followed by a dollar sign; first
novi ng 1 mage a few days Iatﬁr was of a burning cigarette.
I n London, John Logi e Baird® denonstrates his nmechani cal

t el evi si on.

First television stations in Arerica (Dr. Ernst
Al exanderson's WGY in Schenectady) and Engl and begin
broadcasti ng nmechanically.

Bel | Tel ephone Laboratories telecasts (nmechanically) in
col or.

Boston's WLXAV pronotes the fur industry and gets fined by
the Federal Radi o Conm ssion. (Television was supposed to
be experinental, not comrercial at this tine.)

CBS begi ns experinmental mechani cal broadcasts on station
W2 XAB. Station W2XCD broadcasts a fifteen m nute show, "The
Hi story of Television."

VW XAB shuts down.

1934 Forty-two stations are in operation in the US using the
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Jenki ns nechani cal system (Three in Chicago!)
WGY (first station in US, 1927) shuts down.

1935 The BBC begi ns broadcasting electronically and shuts down
its mechanical TV operation

1936 23,000 television receivers are in use in England.

1939 NBC begins the first regular television programmng fromthe
New York World's fair.
First baseball game on TV, with the announcer al nost m ssing
the gane while running home to get his toupee.

1940 Al'l en DuMont denonstrates 567-1ine picture, better than
cont enporary European PAL system

1941 The FCC approves the use of commercial TV, with 525 |ine
pi cture and FM sound.

1944 A nore sensitive pickup tube, the inmage orthicon |owers the
Iighting requirenents.

1947 Ear|l "Madman" Muntz begins selling TV 's at $10/in. usinﬁ hi s
standard of neasuring the_di agonal of the picture tube.
Howdy Doody al npst debutsa
First tel evised broadcast of the "f-word" when a canera
operator backs into a blazing hot light on the Small Fry
d ub.

1953 Swanson Frozen Foods introduces its TV D nner.

1957 Philo T. Farnsworth stunps the celebrity panelists on "I've
Got a Secret" and wins $50 for not being recognized as the

i nventor of television.

1970 Philo T. Farnsworth passes away at age 64.
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| mportant WebSites include MMMLnti.MNenet.CO.ukq which is the
Hone Page for the Narrow Band Tel evi son Society, dedicated to
preserving the work of John Logie Baird; V\MM/.dfmdircon.co.ukEI
which is the Hone Page of Don F. MLean, who regovered the inmages
Baird recorded in 1927, and www. songs. coni phil 0%, an on-line
bi ography of the father of electronic television.
1. Farnsworth's other inventions include electronic mcroscopes, baby incubators,
t he gastroscope, and the fax in 1940.

2. Jenkins' other inventions include the first front-engine autonobile; the self-
starter for cars; and the first nass-market notion picture projector. He founded
the Society of Mtion Picture Engineers, which has grown into the Society of
Mbtion Picture and Tel evi sion Engi neers.

3. Baird began his experinents in 1923, having placed an advertisenment in The

London Ti nes: "Seeing by wreless. I nventor of apparatus w shes to hear from
someone who will assist (not financially) in making a working nodel."” He also
recorded television signals on a wax phonograph record, naking the first video
disc, as well as a video projection system H s nost gruesone experinment

i nvol ved using a human eye as the photodetector since "The nost sensitive optical
substance known is the nerve of the human eye."

4. How Muntz "engineered" his set: he checked into a New York hotel, bought
sanpl es of RCA, DuMont, and Philco sets, turned them all to the sane channel
renoved tubes from each until they failed, swapped tubes anongst them and found
t he cheapest possible conbination of parts that woul d worKk.

5. The puppet was not ready for the premere; Buffalo Bob pretended that Howdy
was so shy, he was hiding in the desk drawer, suspense was building all the way
to the end of the show but the puppet never popped out.

6. Courtesy of Andrew Hell man, Optics Cass Fall 2000.
7. ibid.

8. Courtesy Marnie Hancock, Physics of Everyday Optics Cass Project, Spring
1999.
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